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This	  meeting	  began	  at	  1:00pm,	  and	  lasted	  for	  approximately	  2	  hours.	  
	  
Present:	  Dick	  and	  Jilian	  Scarth,	  Bob	  Seraphim,	  Ron	  Gruber,	  Maurice	  LeGallais,	  Sandie	  Hollick	  Kenyon,	  Scott	  
Ducharme,	  Patrick	  Oswald,	  Karenn	  Bailey,	  Ben	  Seghers,	  Richard	  Moore.	  Regrets:	  Antje	  Ellermann.	  
	  
Dick	  Scarth	  prepared	  the	  Agenda	  and	  Bob	  Seraphim	  chaired	  the	  meeting.	  
	  
1.0 Introductory	  Remarks:	  	  

1.1 Dick	  noted	  the	  passing	  of	  Norm	  Walker,	  one	  of	  our	  members	  on	  December	  5,	  2011	  in	  Comox,	  
evoking	  sadness	  in	  us	  all.	  	  	  Norm’s	  life-‐long	  interest	  in	  nature	  generally	  has	  been	  a	  welcome	  
sustaining	  force	  for	  the	  SBSk	  because	  of	  the	  enthusiasm	  he	  imparted	  to	  everyone,	  and	  was	  shared	  
with	  Ron	  during	  their	  adventures	  exploring	  B.C.	  	  Norm’s	  legacy	  will	  continue	  because	  he	  has	  
favoured	  SBSk	  with	  a	  bequest!	  	  Attached	  to	  these	  minutes	  is	  a	  pamphlet	  recognizing	  Norm’s	  rich	  
and	  fecund	  family	  life,	  obtained	  by	  Ron	  from	  Norm’s	  	  daughter	  when	  he	  	  attended	  Norm’s	  funeral	  
in	  Courtney.	  

1.2 Dick	  welcomed	  two	  new	  members:	  Karenn	  Bailey	  and	  Ben	  Seghers:	  	  	  
• Attached	  is	  Karenn’s	  Biography,	  and	  Acadia/Salish	  Restoration	  Update	  which	  chronicles	  her	  

metamorphosis	  from	  accountant	  to	  graduate	  with	  a	  Bachelor’s	  Degree	  in	  Ecological	  
Restoration	  from	  BCIT	  next	  year!	  	  Dick	  expressed	  our	  gratitude	  for	  her	  plan	  for	  fish	  passage,	  
and	  stream	  and	  riparian	  restoration	  of	  Acadia	  Creek.	  	  	  	  

• Ben,	  raised	  in	  Belgium,	  attended	  UBC	  for	  9	  years	  to	  emerge	  with	  a	  PhD	  in	  Zoology	  pertaining	  
to	  tropical	  fish	  in	  Trinidad,	  and	  has	  since	  taught	  at	  several	  universities	  including	  Oxford.	  	  
Ben’s	  contributions	  are	  already	  self-‐evident	  in	  observations	  detailed	  in	  his	  report,	  attached	  
hereto.	  

2.0 	  Treasurer’s	  Report:	  
• Maurice	  reported	  that	  our	  bank	  balance	  is	  $625.62.	  	  Every	  month	  our	  bank	  charges	  $3.90	  and	  

credits	  $3.89	  to	  our	  account	  as	  a	  goodwill	  gesture	  intended	  for	  seniors.	  	  He	  has	  fended	  off	  the	  
bank’s	  protests	  against	  our	  group	  continuing	  to	  benefit	  from	  this	  “senior’s	  discount”.	  	  We	  will	  
need	  decide	  what	  to	  do	  with	  these	  funds	  when	  our	  account	  closes	  in	  one	  year.	  	  Deferred.	  

• Discussion	  ensued	  of	  what	  we	  might	  do	  with	  Norm	  Walker’s	  bequest,	  although	  we	  do	  not	  yet	  
know	  how	  much	  it	  might	  be.	  	  Norm’s	  daughter	  contacted	  Ron	  about	  an	  unspecified	  amount	  
“intended	  for	  SBSF”,	  so	  he	  directed	  her	  to	  the	  Pacific	  Salmon	  Foundation.	  	  Sandie	  offered	  that	  
Diane	  Rammage	  ought	  to	  know	  the	  amount,	  but	  cautioned	  us	  that	  it	  may	  be	  difficult	  to	  earmark	  
Norm’s	  bequest	  specifically	  to	  us.	  	  Dick	  noted,	  for	  information,	  that	  a	  Society	  requires	  a	  treasurer	  
and	  a	  bank	  account.	  	  	  Deferred	  until	  we	  know	  the	  amount	  of	  Norm’s	  bequest,	  and	  whether	  we	  can	  
access	  the	  funds	  that	  PSF	  receives.	  (See	  note	  concerning	  incorporation	  of	  a	  society	  below	  in	  5.0	  
New	  Business	  d)	  Streamkeeper	  Insurance.)	  

3.0 Field	  Reports:	  
a) Department	  of	  Fisheries	  &	  Oceans:	  	  Sandie	  suggested	  that	  new	  information	  signs	  ought	  to	  be	  

installed	  at	  the	  beach	  to	  alert	  passersby	  of	  the	  sensitivity	  of	  habitat	  at	  Spanish	  Bank	  Creek	  (SBCk),	  
especially	  at	  the	  channel	  which	  connects	  to	  the	  settling	  pond.	  	  She	  will	  follow	  up	  with	  Brian	  Scott,	  
a	  new	  contact	  at	  Vancouver	  Parks	  Board.	  

b) Spanish	  Upper	  Watershed:	  	  Maurice	  had	  nothing	  to	  report	  other	  than	  retrieving	  a	  few	  golf	  balls,	  
like	  other	  detritus	  as	  he	  sometimes	  does	  that	  he	  retrieves	  (like	  tiles,	  pottery,	  and	  other	  debris	  
washed	  down	  from	  the	  fill	  on	  Chancellor	  Boulevard).	  

c) Spanish	  Lower	  Watershed:	  	  Ron	  reported	  that	  1,500	  coho	  were	  introduced	  to	  SBCk	  today	  (1,000	  
above	  the	  cart;	  500	  below)	  and	  recounted	  his	  activities	  from	  July	  2011	  to	  date,	  detailed	  in	  the	  
attachment.	  	  We	  appreciated	  him	  documenting	  this	  history	  not	  only	  in	  his	  handwritten	  notes	  but	  
also	  in	  his	  album	  of	  photos	  of	  returning	  salmon	  and	  other	  beasties	  during	  the	  last	  4	  years.	  	  In	  
addition	  to	  monitoring	  decaying	  carcasses	  and	  fry,	  he	  instigated	  Mark	  Hume’s	  article	  describing	  
the	  SBSk	  restoration	  efforts	  in	  the	  Globe	  and	  Mail	  on	  December	  26,	  2011:	  
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/british-‐columbia/the-‐stream-‐that-‐spawned-‐a-‐
comeback/article4182186/	  
He	  observed	  that	  the	  spawners	  are	  likely	  wild;	  100’s	  of	  fry	  last	  year,	  but	  not	  this	  year;	  the	  spawn	  
of	  2011	  was	  not	  as	  good	  as	  2010.	  	  It	  was	  heartwarming	  for	  him	  and	  Dick	  to	  hear	  a	  young	  lady	  
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speak	  at	  a	  Vancouver	  Parks	  Board	  lunch	  on	  April	  28,	  2012	  who,	  inspired	  by	  having	  been	  involved	  
in	  Catching	  the	  Spirit	  (CtS)	  as	  a	  young	  girl	  digging	  in	  SBCk,	  is	  now	  in	  environmental	  studies	  at	  
Queen’s	  University.	  

d) Salish	  Watershed:	  Ben	  made	  the	  following	  observations,	  among	  others	  that	  are	  contained	  in	  his	  
report,	  also	  attached:	  
1. Verification	  of	  the	  presence	  of	  juvenile	  coho	  salmon	  and	  cutthroat	  trout	  (41-‐85mm);	  
2. Video	  of	  salmon	  attempting,	  unsuccessfully,	  to	  enter	  the	  culvert	  on	  November	  23,	  2011,	  and	  

so	  was	  unable	  to	  spawn;	  
3. Observation	  of	  white	  opaque	  pollution	  on	  March	  21,	  2012,	  at	  the	  location	  shown	  in	  the	  

attached	  map	  (upstream	  from	  culvert	  past	  first	  house).	  
and	  he	  discussed	  the	  attached	  table,	  “Trapping	  Results	  from	  Acadia	  (Salish)Creek,	  July	  4/5,	  2011”	  	  

4.0 Business	  Arising	  from	  Spring	  2011	  Meeting	  
a) Invertebrate	  count	  at	  Spanish,	  July	  16,	  2011:	  Dick	  presented	  the	  attached	  table,	  “Spanish	  Bank	  

Creek	  Invertebrate	  Surveys”	  which	  includes	  a	  survey	  made	  July	  13,	  2011	  at	  Salish	  Creek.	  	  He	  
contrasted	  the	  predominate	  taxon	  in	  SBCk	  (Blackflies)	  and	  Salish	  Creek	  (Mayflies).	  	  

b) Status	  of	  Salish	  Rehabilitation:	  	  Karenn	  has	  completed	  an	  Introductory	  Stream	  Habitat	  Survey	  
(Module	  1	  of	  the	  Streamkeepers	  Handbook)	  and	  is	  now	  completing	  Module	  2:	  Advanced	  Stream	  
Habitat	  Survey.	  	  	  Together	  they	  will	  form	  content	  to	  her	  report	  to	  be	  delivered	  to	  Sean	  Wong	  at	  
MOT.	  	  It	  will	  be	  circulated,	  when	  complete,	  to	  provide	  a	  baseline	  for	  us	  to	  assess	  conditions	  in	  the	  
future.	  	  Wood	  baffles	  to	  be	  built	  by	  students,	  are	  to	  be	  fixed	  within	  the	  concrete	  culvert	  to	  provide	  
steps	  of	  a	  ladder	  (@~1	  meter	  spacing)	  to	  be	  used	  by	  salmon	  to	  traverse	  its	  ~50	  foot	  length	  for	  the	  
first	  time	  since	  it	  was	  installed	  in	  1947.	  	  This	  will	  prevent	  salmon	  attempting	  this	  unsuccessfully,	  
as	  was	  aptly	  documented	  in	  Ben’s	  video	  last	  November.	  	  Contact	  person	  for	  installation	  of	  the	  
baffles	  is	  Dave	  Nansen,	  DFO.	  
Concern	  was	  expressed	  about	  a	  large	  boulder	  resting	  over	  the	  intake	  at	  the	  upstream	  end	  of	  the	  
culvert,	  an	  issue	  that	  Karenn	  noted	  in	  her	  “Acadia/Salish	  Restoration	  Update”,	  attached.	  
Dates	  have	  yet	  to	  be	  set	  for:	  (1)	  trapping	  in	  July,	  and	  (2)	  the	  next	  bug	  count.	  	  	  

5.0 New	  Business:	  
a) Spanish/Salish	  2012	  invertebrate	  count:	  Zoe	  Ann	  will	  determine	  an	  appropriate	  date	  (3rd	  week	  of	  

July)	  and	  the	  best	  time	  to	  trap	  juvenile	  Coho.	  	  
b) Salish	  Storm	  Drain	  Marking	  with	  CtS	  August	  11th:	  Ben	  noted,	  and	  Dick	  agreed,	  that	  the	  24	  drains	  

south	  of	  Chancellor	  Blvd	  are	  too	  small	  in	  number	  to	  keep	  CtS	  kids	  occupied	  for	  the	  time	  allotted.	  
Pulling	  ivy	  is	  problematic	  because	  of	  nudity	  concerns	  of	  the	  Wreck	  Beach	  Preservation	  Society.	  	  	  
Ben	  agreed	  to	  locate	  additional	  drains	  north	  of	  University	  Blvd.	  	  As	  in	  previous	  years	  the	  CtS	  kids	  
will	  use	  public	  transport	  to	  reach	  the	  work	  sites.	  	  They’ll	  be	  split	  into	  two	  groups,	  and	  be	  
chaperoned	  by	  Ben	  and	  Dick.	  	  Bev	  Bowler	  will	  provide	  decals.	  

c) Spanish	  Rehabilitation	  with	  CtS	  August	  18th:	  Ron	  will	  refine	  his	  plans	  for	  diverting	  the	  stream;	  
Dick	  will	  organize	  delivery	  by	  Metro	  Vancouver	  of	  shovels,	  wheel	  barrows,	  and	  buckets;	  Sandie	  
will	  provide	  a	  screen.	  

d) Streamkeeper	  Insurance:	  Dick	  revisited	  this	  concern.	  Sandie	  noted	  that,	  since	  CtS	  has	  its	  own	  
insurance	  for	  CtS	  kids,	  our	  concern	  is	  safety	  of	  a	  few	  dozen	  people	  (us)	  who	  voluntarily	  spend	  our	  
time.	  	  We	  are	  each	  covered	  by	  our	  own	  insurance	  policies,	  or	  have	  chosen	  to	  self-‐insure.	  	  We	  were	  
reminded	  that	  Pacific	  Streamkeepers	  Foundation	  has	  insurance	  that	  covers	  societies,	  but	  SBSk	  is	  
not	  a	  society.	  	  Maurice	  and	  Dick	  fear	  that	  becoming	  a	  society	  requires	  becoming	  incorporated,	  
which	  implies	  on-‐going	  reporting	  required	  by	  the	  BC	  Registrar.	  	  Deferred.	  	  (Richard	  volunteered	  
to	  investigate,	  and	  has	  since	  confirmed	  this	  is	  true;	  first	  we	  must	  file	  a	  constitution	  and	  bylaws,	  
names	  of	  the	  first	  directors,	  and	  a	  $350	  filing	  fee;	  annually	  we’ll	  need	  to	  report	  financial	  
statements,	  annual	  report,	  and	  maintain	  a	  register	  of	  members,	  bank	  account,	  etc.	  	  Richard	  has	  
forwarded	  links	  to	  Dick	  and	  Maurice	  in	  an	  email	  containing	  links	  to	  the	  BC	  Corporate	  Registry	  and	  
BC	  Society	  Act).	  	  

6.0 Next	  Meeting:	  	  To	  be	  determined,	  probably	  the	  Fall	  of	  2012.	  	  	  
Dick	  thanked	  everyone	  for	  attending.	  
	  

These	  minutes	  were	  prepared	  by	  Richard	  Moore	  and	  edited	  by	  Dick	  Scarth.	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
	  
































